DONIS RINGS THE BELL

Dónis and William studied architecture in their native Colombia. But, although their future as professionals looked promising, life in this South American country is neither easy nor quiet or safe. This is why, when they decided to have a child and start a family, they started to consider the possibility of moving to Spain.

To leave your hometown, your friends, relatives, and culture is never easy. But Dónis and William are strong and, together, decided to start their adventure. At first, they considered Madrid or Barcelona, since big cities seem to offer greater opportunities. But an incident changed their plans.

It just happened that a relative named William, who was residing in Granada, became ill and this couple went south to give him a hand – family, solidarity, and support –. Once in Granada they did not want to move. They felt loved, appreciated and integrated, even though the beginning is always hard.

After trying to make a living in whatever they could do, they decided to give it a try on their own and they applied for microcredit at CajaGRANADA to start their own reform enterprise; to be their own boss, perhaps the most demanding one. And they are still working hard and doing well.

Their story is similar to that of most microcredit clients in Andalusia: people that have had a difficult time, who started from an unfavorable situation, but who still have been able to carry forward their projects and ideas through effort, hard work and vision. What they needed was trust… and credit. And in Andalusia they have been trusted and obtained credit from CajaGRANADA.

For this reason, after the United Nations designated the year 2005 as the International Year of Microcredit, CajaGRANADA decided to be actively present in this commemoration.  The launching of the Year was going to take place in a symbolic event at the Bolsa de Madrid and Dónis was asked to ring the bell, which she agreed to do.

As an immigrant-working woman, Dónis represents the real meaning of microcredit, its purpose and, above all, the rationale of why women like Dónis worldwide truly deserve credit.

On 18th November 2004, at 9:30 a.m., Dóniz, small, happy and determined, stood on the parquet Podium, impeccable dressed in a plain but elegant suit, accompanied by William. She was not nervous at all to face numerous representatives of the media, the camera flashes and the buzz of the television cameras.

Bear in mind that she had the most difficult role: in front of the financial groups, she was supposed to address Antonio-Claret García, Juan Ramón Quintás, President of CECA, the President of Bolsa de Madrid, the Ambassador of Bangladesh in Spain, and a large number of colleagues from Madrid CajaGRANADA, who did their best to make this event as warm and friendly as possible.

Furthermore, she had to measure her speech, since at ten sharp, she would have to launch the International Year of Microcredit by ringing the bell from the parquet Podium.

And the people of CajaGRANADA, always attentive to the protocol and symbolism of the event, stirring Rome and Santiago with a unique, resonant bell strike, which has made history, both from Caja and Bolsa. Because that bell was rung with confidence and joy by Dónis, an ordinary citizen, totally unconnected with high finances, for the first time since the establishment of the Madrid stock exchange market.

At Bolsa de Madrid, Dóniz has played a memorable and high role in including microfinance in the high finance scenario, thus attracting the attention of the most aggressive brokers and gaining the affection of those present at the event. Antonio-Claret García’s affectionate embrace to Dónis has already been televised all over Spain.

The photographs followed, as well as the interviews and the calls from the cellular phone. But the best was still to come: 18th November, at the end of the day, the Bolsa had climbed the highest during the year. Dóniz has made history twice: her ringing the bell, besides helping the microcredit clients regain their dignity, became an amulet for the big investors. It was wonderful!

