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International Year of Microcredit

“Expanding the Frontier of Microfinance in Latin America”
Dear participants:

Thank you for your interest in participating in the event “Expanding the Frontier of Microfinance in Latin America” as part of the VIII Inter-American Forum on Microenterprise, which is going to be held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia on October 5, 6 and 7, 2005. This document provides information regarding the logistical aspects of the event. 

MEETING SITE

All the event sessions are going to be held in the conference rooms of the Hotel Los Tajibos. Transport will be provided in the mornings and afternoons from the different hotels to the Hotel Los Tajibos and back to the hotels. Transportation to the social events will also be provided when necessary. 

INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTATION 

Participants should arrange for their own transportation to Santa Cruz de la Sierra. Transportation cost should be covered by the participants. 

The Viru Viru (VVI) airport of Santa Cruz is only a twenty-minute cab ride from Hotel Los Tajibos.

TAXES 

The exit tax in the airport is US$25.00 payable in cash.

TRANSPORTATION AIRPORT/HOTEL

If you prefer to take a cab, it will cost approximately 50 Bolivianos. The forum will provide a transfer service from the airport to the principal hotels and back. 

ACCOMMODATION

Discount prices for the participants have been negotiated with diverse hotels in Santa Cruz de la Sierra. If you have not made a reservation, we recommend you do it through the following web page: http://www.pideya.com/hotelpnud.htm, where you can find the list of the hotels, negotiated prices and cancellation policies. 

CURRENCY EXCHANGE 

For your convenience, it is possible to exchange US dollars for Bolivian pesos at the hotel reception of Hotel Los Tajibos or at the airport at an exchange rate of US$1 = 8.03 Bvs.

CREDIT CARDS

The credit cards normally accepted in Santa Cruz are Visa, MasterCard and American Express.

VISA REQUIRMENTS 

American citizens: do not need a visa for entering into Bolivia
Other: Depending on nationality, Bolivia requires a visa for certain countries. Please check http://www.rree.gov.bo/SERVICIOS/consular/visasgrupo2.htm for more information of visa requirements for entering into Bolivia. Please get information from the Bolivian consulate in your country to avoid any problems. In general, for obtaining a visa you are required to have a valid passport, a letter explaining the purpose of your trip and a copy of your trip itinerary or air plane ticket. If you need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

ATTIRE

Business casual dress is recommended for the conference. More elegant dress is recommended for the gala dinner. Although Santa Cruz is generally warm during this season, we recommend that attendees dress in layers because meeting room temperatures can vary.

WEATHER

In October, spring season in Bolivia, temperatures typically range from 20-31°C (or 68-87°F). The annual average temperature is 25 °C or 77 °F. Historically there is little rain this time of year The rainy season takes place from December-March. 

	Spring 
	Sept-Oct-Nov 
	20-31°C 
	68-87°F 

	Summer 
	Dec-Jan-Feb 
	22-34°C 
	72-93°F 

	Autumn 
	Mar-Apr-May 
	19-28°C 
	66-82°F 

	Winter 
	Jun-Jul-Aug 
	16-26°C 
	61-79°F 


REGISTRATION FEE

There is no registration fee to attend the International Year of Microcredit event: “Expanding the Frontier of Microfinance in Latin America.” If you wish to participate in the rest of the events/conferences organized by the VIII Forum on Microenterprise, you have to pay the registration fee as stated on the web page: http://www.iadb.org/foromic/
MEALS

Meals on October 5 (day of the event “Expanding the Frontier of Microfinance in Latin America”) are included (covered by the organization committee) as follow:

· Breakfast is not included

· Morning Coffee Break is included

· Lunch is included

· Afternoon Coffee Break is included

· Evening Cocktail is included

VOLTAGE

Bolivia operates on 220 volts but Hotel Los Tajibos has some 110 volts outlets in some guest rooms. Please check with your hotel for more information.

SCHEDULE
The event’s session will operate from 8:30am until 6:00pm. 

LANGUAGE OF THE EVENT

The event will be held in Spanish, but we will provide interpretation services in English. In the case a panelist will be held his conference in Portuguese, translation services will be provided for this panel exclusively. 

THE VIII INTER-AMERICAN FORUM ON MICROENTERPRISE 

If you wish to participate in the VIII Inter-American Forum on Microenterprise (October 6 and 7th), please note that you have to register separately in order to attend the conference. To register, please go to: http://www.iadb.org/foromic/

The Year of Microcredit event: “Expanding the Frontier of Microfinance in Latin America” is a one-day event (October 5th), and although it is co-hosted by the UN, BID and the CAF, it does not include registration to the VIII Inter-American Forum on Microenterprise
For any questions, please contact Carola Saba at 212-906-6308 or carola.saba@undp.org
We thank you for your participation and we await you in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia.
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