Guidelines for OECD Country Profiles 
Goal:  United Nations Member States have been encouraged to establish National Committees on microfinance for the purpose of promoting activities related to the observance of the International Year of Microcredit. 
Your targeted research will focus on summarizing the microfinance environment for each donor country and will serve as a guide for the National Committees from developing and donor countries as they strive to build more inclusive financial sectors in 2005 and beyond. 
Final Result: Produce a concise 3-4 page (maximum not including bibliography) Country Profile focused on your specific country.

Report Structure: Each report should include microfinance information as listed below. 
Section 1: Social and Economic Background of Country X

Describe the current economic situation of the country. 
	Data to be included
	Suggested source

	1. Population 
	http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/ It is a fee based database, check if your school has access to this database.  If not, please refer to other sources.



	2. Age distribution of population – total number and percent of population ages 15-64 
	http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/ 



	3. Comparison of GDP/per capita – PPP Adjusted; (2003 - 2004) 
	http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/ (Indicator: GDP per capita current intl $)



	4. Unemployment rates – percent of population and percent of working population 
	http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/ or http://laborsta.ilo.org/ (Yearly data, indicator 3A), use the most recent data available



	5. Informal sector as % of Gross National Income
	http://rru.worldbank.org/DoingBusiness , if information is not available, try http://www.ilo.org/dyn/dwresources/iebrowse.home and 

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/portal/topics.htm#informal--confirm


	6. GINI Coefficient for country
	http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/ if not available, see http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/index_countries.cfm


	7. M2/GDP Ratios – This measures the depth of the financial sector. 
	http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/ (Indicator Money and quasi money (M2) as % of GDP)



	8. What was the average currency exchange rate for US$ in 2002, 2003 and 2004? Is the currency pegged to any other currency?
	The country profiles database of Economist Intelligence Unit. It is a fee based database, check if you have access to this database. If no, you may check
 http://www.oanda.com/convert/fxhistory for the average annual exchange rate. (Put the Starting date as 01/01/2002 Ending Date as 12/31/2002, select USD in the left box and select your country currency in the right box to get the annual average rate of 2002. Repeat the process for 2003 and 2004) However, you still need to search online to check if the currency is/was pegged to any other currency.

	9. Is the country already included or if not, does it plan to participate in the FSAP project? If the report is already done, did it include microfinance info about that country?
	http://www1.worldbank.org/finance/html/tbl-fsap_participate.html#tbl-fn2 

http://wbln0018.worldbank.org/FPS/fsapcountrydb.nsf/FSAPexternalcountryreports?OpenPage&count=5000


	10. No. of people that have no bank account


	No comprehensive source

	11. No. of microenterprise
	No comprehensive source


Section 2: Regulatory and Legal Environment of Country X
Review the various ministries within the country that would have jurisdiction over banking and finance legislation. Please include issues such as banking, usury laws, interest rate polices, tax, collateral and pledging laws.
Data to be included (in addition to the above): 
1. Interest rate cap for Credit Union/MFIs/Banks/NBFI?

2. Is there any legislation that is prohibitive for commercial banking institutions to begin microfinance (such as usury laws) – if so, what is it?
3. Is there any legislation currently underway that will begin to regulate microfinance or credit unions – if so, what is it?
4. Is microfinance regulated by any particular agency – if so, which agency?
5. Are there any policy incentives for microfinance industry?
6. Is the country participating in any fiscal reform projects that may have a future impact on legislation for microfinance? 
There is no comprehensive database for the data. 

Section 3:  Efforts of Country X Government to Promote Inclusive Financial Sectors
1. Programs/initiatives of the government to broaden access to financial services

There is no comprehensive database for the data.
Section 4:  Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) and Commercial Banks’ Involvement in Country X
Research the financial sector to determine the types of MFIs that exist (NGOs, private sector, etc.). Explore how many exist, as well as how many are sustainable. Determine the number of commercial banks, if any, which are currently involved in microfinance and specify the characteristics of the products and services being offered. It is essential to state the lack of relevant data as well.

1. 
How many MFIs are there in the country, how many clients are they serving?
2. Size of loan portfolio?

3. What kind of services are available? 

4. Are any of them sustainable? 

5. What are the sources of funding?

6. How many credit unions are there? How many members?What is the size of the loan portfolio?
7. Any microfinance associations in the country? Describe.
There is no comprehensive database for the data.
Section 5: Country X’s Support of Microfinance in Developing Countries
1. What government agencies in the country support microfinance in developing countries?

2. Describe recent microfinance programs (date, country, amount of support)
There is no comprehensive database for the data. However, you can start from the international development agency of the country.
Extra Suggested Sources (these are by no means exhaustive): 

The below sources should be able to provide the majority of the data that is needed. But please do not consider these to be the only sources to review. 

Country Specific sources - Ministry of Finance, State Statistics Bureau, Ministry of Trade, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health, etc…  

< http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/ >

< http://www1.worldbank.org/finance/html/fsap.html >

< http://www.imf.org/external/country/index.htm >

< http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2005/01/index.htm >

< http://www.imf.org/external/pubind.htm >  ( type in your country under “Subject”
< http://worldbank.org/data/countrydata/countrydata.html >

<http://web.worldbank.org/WEBBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTPOVERTY/0,,menuPK:336998~pagePK:149093~thesitePK:336992,00.html >

< http://unstats.un.org/unsd/ >

< http://www4.worldbank.org/afr/stats/default.cfm >

< http://globaledge.msu.edu/ibrd/GR_Banks.asp > ( A good source for central bank websites for a number of countries

< http://www.heritage.org/research/features/index/countries.cfm > ( click on your country for a brief overview…
< http://globaledge.msu.edu/ibrd/ibrd.asp > ( A good all around resource for financial information for all countries…

< http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=1923&lang=1 > ( Statistics on country FDI

< http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/index_countries.cfm >  ( click on your country for statistical data. May not be most recent so be sure to verify.
< http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/ >  ( A good source for fact checking and basic information

< http://www.uneca.org/Documents.htm >  ( A fair amount of information on African countries

