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Donor Countries – Examples of Activities (Cont.)





Canada – 


March 2005 – Hosting the “Building the future now!” contest; Topic: “What can we do in 2005 to build a fairer, more prosperous, more equitable world?”


June 2005 – Will collaborate with Oikocredit to organize a Microfinance Symposium to highlight the Year. 


Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) staff will undergo training on microfinance and attend technical seminars. 


CIDA has planned to implement CAN$ 21.3mm worth of projects related to microfinance activities throughout the world.


Will host a National Week of Microfinance in the Fall of 2005. 


September 2005 – Meet CIDA’s Microfinance Partners event. MFIs will exhibit their products/services and will be involved in a consultative forum on CIDA strategies for microfinance. 





France –


November 2005 – Maison des Sciences de l’Homme et de la Societe will host “La Microfinance dans Developpement Durable: Bilan et Defis” (“Microfinance within Sustainable Development: Assessments and Challenges”); an information sharing symposium for researchers, practitioners, officials.





Germany –


Will hold high-level events involving implementing agencies, the Federal Ministries and banking institutions with the focus on microfinance. 


Intends to host a “New Partnerships” or “Innovation in Microfinance” meeting which will have an exhibition on Microfinance.





Italy –


March – National Committee meeting; will research and define Italy's microfinance path.


Plans to develop recommendations for Italian government about microfinance sector development for poverty reduction; 


Intends to create linkages between public and private sector, NGOs and the general public; focal points: public/private partnerships, rural microfinance, and youth education.


Hosting the "National Awards for Microfinance Innovative Production"





Luxembourg –


Will focus on raising awareness in the banking sector and financing for the agricultural sector. 


Intends to prepare an inventory of competences and priority themes, which will be presented later in the year.





The Netherlands –


Is in the process of developing a website and is also undertaking activities to attract new participants into the microfinance sector.





Norway –


Will conduct out a pier review process focusing on aid effectiveness, donor guidelines on financial services and financial case studies.





Sweden –


Intends to coordinate a peer reviewed microfinance study. 


Swiss International Development Agency (SIDA) has made funds available for Swedish Microfinance Network.





United States –


April 2005 – Will organize a microfinance seminar in Washington D.C.


June 2005 – Intends to coordinate a conference on microfinance in New York.
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National Committees – Examples of Communications and Outreach Strategies





Kenya –


Has planned to include newspaper supplements in the “The Nation” and “The Standard” to publicize the work of microfinance institutions.





Bhutan –


Intends to increase media attention on microfinance and is considering developing a website on the Year.





Mongolia –


Will create radio programs and publish bi-weekly newspaper articles about microfinance as well as maintain a website. 


Will also award outstanding individuals in the microfinance sector and to publicize their success through the website and on television. 





The Philippines –


Plans to initiate a communications campaign, which will include posters, radio and Television commercials. 


They also plan on expanding their website and publish monthly updates on policies in newspapers.





Azerbaijan –


Will seek to engage the press and media outlets to increase awareness of the Year.





Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovenia and Slovakia –


Will collectively seek to engage the press and media surrounding activities of the Year.





Moldova –


Throughout the year will publish articles on microfinance in national and local publications. 


Will also broadcast on radio/ television stations thematic discussions focusing on microfinance.





Venezuela –


Plans on promoting activities through media and press outlets.


Will create a documentary on the events surrounding the year’s experiences.





Pakistan –


Will produce a film/documentary on microfinance.


Key journalists will be allowed visits and interviews.





Donor Countries – Examples of Activities





Austria –


Intends to conduct an informational campaign on the benefits and challenges of microfinance. 


Will also continue to strengthen microfinance institutions in developing countries.





Australia –


July 2005 – Intends to coordinate conferences and educational outreach initiatives such as the International Year of Microcredit Conference.


August 2005 – Will host the United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA) Microcredit Conference. 





Belgium –


February 2005 – Ministry of Development Cooperation organized a 4-day conference on microfinance.


June 2005 – Will host an event in Africa on microfinance; details to be announced.


September 2005 – Intends to hold another microfinance event in Africa; details to be announced.


February 2006 – Will host a National Forum on Microfinance; a 2 day event marking the closing of the Year.
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National Committees Update





As set out in UN General Assembly Resolution #58/221 member states were requested to establish national coordinating committees pertaining to microfinance.  The results to date have been very positive with over 50 countries actively engaged in the process. National Committees for each country have a high degree of flexibility with the activities and events they coordinate which leads to some unique and innovative concepts that may be replicated in other countries. 





National Committees - Examples of Events and Conferences





Bangladesh –


January 2005 – Formal launch of International Year of Microcredit. 


January 2005 – Issued 2 stamps to commemorate the Year and issued a supplement on microfinance was published in three newspapers.





Central African Republic –


National Committee established in November 2004. Hosted a successful Microcredit Week which consisted of three conferences and received media coverage.


El Salvador –


In November 2004, hosted a conference on Savings Mobilization.


Gabon – 


In December 2004, hosted: “Impact of Microfinance in the Fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals”. Conference was organized in collaboration with Omar Bongo University.


Ghana – 


The Year was opened with a press conference featuring the Minister of State for Economic Planning and Chairman of the National Committee, the honorable Dr. Nii Noi Ashong.


Indonesia –


In January 2005, the President held a fundraising Tea Party and launched the “Big Bang” Economic program and exhibition.


Kazakhstan –


In June 2004 hosted the first National Conference on Microfinance Sector Development.


Kenya –


In November 2004, organized a microfinance event at which the Vice President, the Minister of Finance and the UNDP were amongst the speakers. 


Mongolia –


National Committee was established in September 2004.  Wth the UNDP’s assistance hosted a four-day National Summit on Microcredit and Entrepreneurship, which was attended by over 1,400 people. Also created 12 rural administrative coordinating committees (AIMAG) and established a website for the Year (� HYPERLINK "http://www.yearofmicrocredit.mn" ��www.yearofmicrocredit.mn�).








National Committees – Examples of Upcoming Activities (Cont.)





Mexico –


April 2005 – Will hold an International Microfinance Forum. 


May 2005 – Plans on hosting a seminar on “Social Aspects of Microfinance in Mexico”.





Moldova –


Will organize seminars, trainings and roundtables on the Year. 


Intends on involving the Ministry of Economy website as a platform to promote microfinance. 


Plans on creating a network of regional funds and business support services targeted to small and micro-enterprises.





Mongolia –


Will organize a series of meetings with NGO’s to clarify their role in poverty alleviation though microfinance. 


Plans on host a second National Microcredit Meeting, which will also spotlight GMA contest winners. 


Offer training programs and outreach to university students to seek their involvement and will initiate a toolkit for microfinance training at local levels to introduce best practices.


Intends to facilitate the process of AIMAG Microfinance and SME strategy development through the establishment of Micro and Small Entrepreneurs Unions. 


Plans on formulating networks for information sharing in the development sphere and to establish best practices as well as an MFI rating scheme. 


Will host a series of meetings with commercial banks on how to service the low-income market niche. Meetings will be organized with donor and government funded programs and round table discussions will be organized with MF legal and regulatory environment practitioners.





Nigeria – 


Will host the National Microcredit Conference at a date to be determined. 


National campaigns will be initiated to solicit support for microfinance by local governments and the private sector. 


Plans to establish a Central Bank-Donor community Microfinance Consultative Forum.





Philippines –


March 2005 - Will commence a Policy Fora (quarterly event) to include key players in the national microfinance sector and intends to adopt microfinance performance standards. 


November 2005 - Day-long celebration for the closing Year.





Slovakia –


Intends to pilot several micrcedit programmes targeted to Roma communities.


Will prepare microfinance manuals and guidelines for microcredit schemes.





Turkey –


Working on the Turkey-Grameen Microfinance Project. 


Will organize a national conference and thematic workshops as well as propose a bill pertaining to microfinance institutions.





Venezuela –


The State Industrial Bank will dedicate $65 million to microcredit in 2005. 


Will issue a special publication on Microcredit and will support the strengthening of the metropolitan micro credit network. 


Intends to increase small loans to vulnerable groups. 


September 2005 – Will host a seminar on microfinance.


Plans to issue a publication on the BanKomunal experience in the Jusepin region.








National Committees – Examples of Upcoming Activities (Cont.)





El Salvador –


March 2005 – Will hold a launch celebration of the Year, to be presided Minister of Economy and the UNDP Resident Representative. 


April 2005 – Launching of a microcredit programme in the city of Sonsonate. 


April 2005 – Intends to carry out a study of Micro y Pequena Empresa (MYPE). 


May 2005 – Conference on “Microcredit – An Essential Key to the Financial System”.


November – Congress on Microcredit; closing of the Year ceremonies.





Granada –


Is currently integrating all government-controlled microfinance institutions under one formal body.





Hungary –


September 2005 – Launch of the Global Compact - with emphasis on the promotion of microcredit.


Will develop a Public Private Partnership strategy – include the private sector in microfinance activities.





Indonesia –


Throughout the Year National Committee will hold training programmes, seminars and workshops, press conferences and will publicize the Global Microentrepreneuship Awards Programme. 


Will establish a working group on Microfinance and will contribute to the formulation of the UN Blue Book on Microcredit. 


Facilitate dialogues between local, national and international Microfinance based NGOs.


Become active in a national dialogue held by PERBAMIDA, the National Gathering of Gema PKM and the National gathering of PERBARINDO.





Kazakhstan –


2005 – Will commence the development of the  “State Micro-Credit Programme”.





Kenya – 


National Committee will build partnerships with NGO’s to integrate microfinance into national finance system. At the national level will host exhibitions, workshops and school-based programs to promote microfinance. 


Conduct local training involving guest speakers from Microfinance Institutions to explain microcredit schemes and facilitate new accounts.


Microfinance institutions that show innovative practices in the sector will be recognized for their achievements. 


Eight provinces will host community activities that will introduce microfinance at the local level.





Madagascar – 


March 23, 2005 – Declaration of the International Year of Microcredit and opening ceremony.


May 2005 – Participate in the formulation and consolidation of the Blue Book of Microfinance held in Geneva.


May 2005 – The celebration of the Francophonie; with Microfinance as a theme. 


June 2005 – Hosting “Overcoming Poverty through Microcredit”; a week-long celebration of the International Year of Microcredit.


November 2005 – International Conference of the African Network of Microfinance (AFMIN).





Mauritania –


Will host a National Forum on the challenges facing the growth of Microcredit.


Facilitate and promote activities that target rural and semi-urban, female workers recently laid off in the textile industry. 


The Association of Professionals and Operators of Microfinance (APROMI) will organize a national caravan across the 12 regional capitals; at each location will hold workshops and exhibitions on microfinance.


November 2005 – A two-day final event will be held at the end of the caravan entitled “Open door to Microfinance”.  The President of Mauritania will be on hand to present awards.








National Committees Update





Examples of Events and Conferences (Cont.)





Philippines –


National Committee established in August 2004.  With the government fully backing microfinance, January 2005 saw the introduction of a 20-peso currency containing the logo of the Year. The 20-peso bancknote is the most circulated currency in the country. 


Russia –


In December 2004 hosted over 250 representatives from microfinance institutions, the banking sector, federal and regional government authorities, and international finance organizations.


Switzerland –


In November 2004 hosted: “Big Finance meets Microfinance” which was held at the Swiss Stock Exchange.


United Kingdom –


In September 2004 hosted a breakfast with Muhammad Yunus, the founder of Grameen Bank. Topic: “The UN International Year of Microcredit; Contributing to the Millennium development Goals”. 





National Committees – Examples of Upcoming Activities





Going forward, the Year holds great promise to increasing the level of support for microfinance and its integration in countries throughout the world.  National Committees are encouraged to organize events and create programmes that will facilitate the development of the microfinance sector in their country. Below is a selection of the diverse activities that National Committees throughout the world have committed to hosting:





Angola –


Ministry of Family and the Promotion of Women has planned to finance small-scale microfinance initiatives.


National Committee will conduct an evaluation of the requirements necessary to standardize microfinance procedures.





Azerbaijan –


Will host business-forums, fairs and exhibitions to promote microfinance. 


Plans on hosting “Microfinancing in Azerbaijan::The Current Situation of Development Perspectives”; with participation from microfinance institutions, commercial banks and other non-bank credit organizations and public organizations. 


Is in the process of preparing a 6-month report on the celebration of Year and proposals for enacting microfinance regulations.


Intends to offer consultations, marketing services and legal support to stimulate entrepreneurship development and recognize microfinance bodies that have made certain achievements. 


Intends to host a celebration related to the closing of the Year. 





Bhutan –


March 2005 – Completion of the study on how the microfinance sector can be expanded.


April 2005 – Will commemorate the Year through a one-day workshop, which will include the launch of a national savings programme.





Bulgaria –


May 2005 – Will host a roundtable: “Credit Cooperatives: Efficient Microfinancing Organizations”. 


September 2005 – Will also host regional informational meetings on microfinance and legal regulations. 


November 2005 – Coordinate a national conference to assess the results of the year and a closing ceremony.





Colombia –


A microfinance website is currently under development to post event activities.


Will create a national database on the microfinance sector, which will include microfinance research papers written over the past two years. 
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Donor Countries – Examples of Communications and Outreach Strategies





Australia –


Will publish articles on microfinance in “Focus Magazine”, the publication of AusAid; Australia’s overseas aid programme. 


AudAid’s Public Affairs Group (PAG) will produce posters, curriculum and materials for their Global Education Program.


PAG will incorporate the Year into AusAid’s website. 





Canada –


March 2005 – will host events to mark International Development Week as well as Radio Canada International’s (RCI) 60th anniversary, with microfinance as a secondary theme.


Developpement International Desjardins (DID) will post information about the Year on their website.





Italy –


Will organize microfinance public awareness campaigns and promotional events with the press and media.
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