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       _(country)_______  today announces its commitment to helping eradicate poverty and to improve the lives of poor people within the country.  ___(country)___________  is joining an unprecedented, global United Nations effort to develop financial and banking services for millions of underserved people.   


     Today, _ (country)_________ is forming a National Committee to examine how to bring quality financial services to poor households.  The U.N. Secretary-General invited all Member States to set up National Committees, as part of the International Year of Microcredit, which is a global effort to build support for making financial services more accessible to poor and low-income people. 


      Nearly half of the people in the world do not have access to basic financial services – not because they can’t afford them but because they are not available to them.  The National Committee will focus on a goal of providing quality financial services to at least 50% of the country’s households by 2015.


    ___(quote from official or officials of individual country should go here on how pleased they are to be a part of this project)_________


        The National Committee will be made up of diverse constituents representing the government, NGOS, the private sector, and academia.


        The National Committee will work with governments to establish   legal, fiscal and regulatory systems that encourage microfinance and will work with the private sector to help establish commercial opportunities in microfinance, which strengthens economies by investing in local communities.


         “By viewing poor people as vital contributors to their local and national economies, the International Year of Microcredit 2005 has the potential to unleash a new wave of microentrepreneurship, giving poor and low-income people a chance to build better live,” said Jose’ Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs.


        National Committees will spend the year developing plans to build inclusive financial systems and celebrate entrepreneurship. 


         The formation of National Committee around the globe is an important goal of the International Year of Microcredit.  Other projects for the Year include gathering conclusive data on the microfinance industry, honoring low-income entrepreneurs in developing countries, and raising public debate about microfinance and poverty eradication.


            The essential goal of the year is “to strengthen and spread the availability of good financial services, which offer the possibility and the hope to many poor people of improving their own situations through their own efforts,” said Stanley Fischer, Vice Chair of Citigroup and Chair of the Advisors Group for the Year.


     _(country______ is proud and honored today to  join this worldwide effort.
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