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Robert A. Annibale

Global Director of Microfinance, Citigroup

New York, NY 

Robert Annibale has recently assumed a newly created position as Citigroup’s Global Director of Microfinance. He will lead Citigroup’s commercial relationships with microfinance institutions, on a multi-business and multi-product basis, providing financing and product partnerships to institutions that serve the poor and the unbanked. He joined Citibank in 1982. After a first assignment in Greece, he held a number of senior treasury, risk and corporate positions in Citigroup in Athens, Bahrain, Kenya, London and New York. Mr. Annibale competed his BA degrees in History and Political Science at Vassar College and his Masters Degree in African Studies (History) at the University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies. He represents the Citigroup Foundation on the Board of the Microfinance Information Exchange and on the Council for Microfinance Equity Investors. He also serves on a number of external boards and councils, including the University of London (Goldsmiths College and the Institute of Commonwealth Studies), University of Oxford’s St. Anthony’s College (Centre for the Study of African Economies), and on the Africa Policy Group for the UK Government’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

Edgar Ayales

Assistant Director, Financial Institutions Division, International Monetary Fund

Washington, D.C.

Edgar Ayales is the Assistant Director of the Statistics Department at the International Monetary Fund. Prior to this position, Mr. Ayales was the Chief of the Financial Institutions Division of the Statistics Department. He has also held the position of Executive Director of the Inter-American Development Bank, Alternative Executive Director at The World Bank and Advisor to the Governor of the Central Bank of Costa Rica. Mr. Ayales is an economist by training and has worked in numerous positions in Costa Rica, his home country. He holds a B.A. from University of Costa Rica and an M. Phil. from University of Kent at Canterbury.
Thorsten Beck
Senior Economist, Development Research Group, The World Bank 

Washington, D.C.

Thorsten Beck is a Senior Economist in the Finance Team of the Development Research Group of the World Bank. He has published articles about the impact of financial development and structure on economic growth, the determinants of financial development, and the link between international trade and financial development. His recent research has focused on the effects of bank concentration and competitiveness, access to financial services, and the impediments to growth that SMEs face. His country experience, both in operational and research work, includes Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, Guinea, Mozambique, Kenya, Russia and Rwanda  He holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Virginia and a M.A. degree from the University of Tübingen in Germany. He also studied at the University of Kansas and the Universidad de Costa Rica.
Cesare Calari

Vice President, Financial Sector, The World Bank

Washington, D.C.

Cesare Calari is responsible for the Bank's policy, advisory, and lending work in respect of financial sector development and stability. After experiences in law practice and with the Bank of Italy, he joined the International Finance Corporation (IFC) in 1982 and has held a number of appointments including Director of the IFC Africa Region and Director of the IFC Global Financial Markets Group, the position he held until his recent appointment as Vice President of the Financial Sector of the World Bank in July 2001. Mr. Calari is a member of the Financial Stability Forum and serves on the Board of Directors of Moneda Asset Management (Santiago, Chile). He has also been a director of Zivnostenska Banka (Prague), Nomura Hungary (Budapest), and International Bank in Poland (Warsaw). Cesare Calari holds degrees in law and international economics from the University of Bologna (Italy) and Johns Hopkins University (US).
Carol Carson
Director, Statistics Department, International Monetary Fund

Washington, D.C.

Carol S. Carson served as Director of the Statistics Department from December 1996 to August 2004. Prior to joining the Fund in 1995, she was Director of the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) of the U.S. Department of Commerce, where she had previously held various positions starting in 1972, including Deputy Director, Chief Economist, and Editor-in-Chief of the Survey of Current Business. She received the Presidential Rank Award of Distinguished Executive in 1994. Past experience also includes positions at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and the National Planning Association. She has taught economic accounting, most recently at George Washington University. Mrs. Carson's interests are in the development of internationally accepted methodologies for macroeconomic statistics, in training and technical assistance to promote these standards, and in the dissemination of statistics. Mrs. Carson holds a B.A. from the College of Wooster, an M.A. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, and a Ph.D. from George Washington University.

Stanley Fischer

Vice Chairman, Citigroup & President, Citigroup International

Chair of the Advisors Group for the International Year of Microcredit 2005

New York, NY

Stanley Fischer joined Citigroup in February 2002.  Prior to joining Citigroup, Mr. Fischer was the First Deputy Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund.  Before he joined the Fund, Mr. Fischer was the Killian Professor and Head of the Department of Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. From January 1988 to August 1990 he was Vice President, Development Economics and Chief Economist at the World Bank. He has also held consulting appointments with the U.S. State Department, the U.S. Treasury, and the Bank of Israel.  Mr. Fischer holds a B.Sc (Econ) and M.Sc. (Econ) from the London School of Economics, and a Ph.D. in economics from MIT.  He was Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of Chicago until 1973.  
Maria Flores Letelier

Strategic Director, Cheskin

San Francisco, CA

Maria Flores Letelier is a leader in the area of consumer research for the sake of innovation, service design, and word of mouth marketing. She has developed tools and techniques with Bob Calder, Kellstadt Professor of Marketing at the J.L Kellogg Graduate of Management, that are now taught at the J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management. Her experience covers a range of industries including media (Time Warner, San Francisco Chronicle, and Telemundo); finance (American Century Investments, BBVB/Bancomer, Banco Santander Central Hispano), and manufacturing (cement and construction materials). She has developed a particular expertise on working with companies to understand Latino markets in both the US and in Mexico.

Mary Hallward-Driemeier

Senior Economist, The World Bank

Washington D.C.

Mary Hallward-Driemeier is currently the Deputy Director of the World Development Report 2005. Since joining the World Bank's Research Department in 1997, Mary has worked on firm productivity, foreign direct investment, the Asian financial crisis and the impact of the investment climate on firm performance. She was a core member of the team which developed and mainstreamed investment climate surveys and has co-authored Investment Climate Assessments for India, China and Pakistan. Her research has been included in several books and journals including papers in the National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper Series and the World Bank Research Observer. She has a Ph.D. in Economics from M.I.T. and an M. Sc. from Oxford University.

Patrick Honohan

Senior Financial Sector Policy Advisor, The World Bank

Washington, D.C.

Patrick Honohan is a Senior Financial Sector Policy Advisor in the World Bank’s Financial Sector Vice Presidency and the Development Research Group. Previously he was with the Economic and Social Research Institute, Dublin, and the Central Bank of Ireland; and was Economic Advisor to the Taoiseach (Irish Prime Minister; 1981-82 and 1984-86). A member of the Royal Irish Academy and a Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), London, he holds an MA from University College, Dublin and an M.Sc. and Ph.D. from the London School of Economics. His current research focus is in the field of monetary and financial sector policy, including banking crises, financial liberalization and the taxation of financial intermediation.
Enrique Iglesias

President, Inter-American Development Bank

Advisor for the International Year of Microcredit 2005

Washington, D.C.

Enrique V. Iglesias was re-elected president of the Inter-American Development Bank on November 8, 2002. He began his fourth five-year term on April 1, 2003.  Prior to his election as president of the IDB, Iglesias was Uruguay’s Minister of Foreign Relations, (1985-1988); Executive Secretary of the U.N. Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), (1972-1985); Secretary General of the U.N. Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy, held in Kenya in 1981; and chairman of the conference that launched the Uruguay Round of international trade negotiations in Punta del Este, Uruguay, in 1986.  Mr. Iglesias served as President of Uruguay’s Central Bank from 1966 to 1968.

Stefan Ingves 
Director, Monetary and Exchange Affairs Department, International Monetary Fund

Washington, D.C.

Stefan Ingves is Director of the Monetary and Financial Systems Department at the International Monetary Fund, Member of the Financial Stability Forum, and Member of The Toronto International Leadership Centre for Financial Sector Supervision. Before joining the Fund, he was the First Deputy Director of the Central Bank of Sweden. Among his previous positions he served as Director General of the Swedish Bank Support Authority; Undersecretary at the Swedish Ministry of Finance; Member of the Executive Boards of the National Debt Office, the Stockholm Stock Exchange, and the National Center Securities Depository Company.  He also served on various committees including as a member of the G-10 Deputies, the BIS Eurocurrency Committee, and the EU Commission’s Banking Advisory Committee.
Dean S. Karlan

Assistant Professor of Economics and International Affairs, Princeton University

Princeton, NJ

Dean Karlan is an Assistant Professor of Economics and International Affairs at Princeton University, and for the 2004-2005 academic year a Visiting Assistant Professor of Economics at Yale University.  He is a Research Affiliate of the M.I.T. Poverty Action Lab, and President of Innovations for Poverty Action, a non-profit affiliated with the Povery Action Lab.  He received a Ph.D. in Economics from M.I.T., and an M.B.A. and M.P.P. from the University of Chicago.

Arthur B. Kennickell

Senior Economist and Project Director Survey of Consumer Finances, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
Washington, D.C.

Arthur Kennickell is a Senior Economist at the Monetary and Financial Studies Section, Division of Research and Statistics at the Federal Reserve Board. He has been on the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System since 1984. Mr. Kennickell holds a B.A. and M.A. from the University of Chicago and a Ph. D. in Economics from the University of Pennsylvania. Mr. Kennickell’s areas of interest are: Data collection and estimation methodology; Microeconomics; and Macroeconomics.
Jonathan Morduch

Associate Professor of Economics and Public Policy, New York University

New York, NY

Jonathan Morduch is Associate Professor of Public Policy and Economics at New York University.  He is also currently Chair of the United Nations Steering Committee on Poverty Measurement.  Prior to joining NYU, he taught on the Economics faculty at Harvard University, was a National Fellow at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, and was a MacArthur Foundation Research Fellow at Princeton University.  In 2002-3 was an Abe Fellow at the University of Tokyo.  His research on risk, financial markets, and poverty and inequality has been published in the Review of Economic Studies, Economic Journal, Journal of Econometrics, Journal of Development Economics, and Journal of Public Economics.  A new book on The Economics of Microfinance (co-authored with Beatriz Armendariz de Aghion) will be published by the MIT Press in early 2005.  His current research is on the political economy of foreign aid and the economic foundations of social investment.  He is also presently involved in analyses of rural finance in Indonesia and of the behavior of SafeSave clients in urban Bangladesh.

Raghuram G. Rajan

Economic Counselor and Director, Research Department, International Monetary Fund

Advisor for the International Year of Microcredit 2005 
Washington, D.C.

Raghuram Rajan is the first person of Indian origin to be given the coveted post of the Chief Economist at the International Monetary Fund.  Mr. Rajan is the co-author of a book called Saving Capitalism from the Capitalists (Crown Business, New York, 2003).  He is now Economic Counsellor and Director of the IMF's Research Department.  He is also a director at the International School of Business, Hyderabad and an adviser to the regulator of the country's capital markets, the Securities and Exchange Board of India.  Mr. Rajan earned his electrical engineering degree from the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi in 1985 and pursued MBA from Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad.  

Kinnon Scott

Senior Economist, The World Bank

Washington, D.C.
Kinnon Scott is a Senior Economist at the World Bank's Research Group. She received her Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1992.  Her research areas are in poverty and poverty measurement. Her recent focus is on mental health and welfare.  She also manages the Living Standards Measurement Study team.
Suzan Suer

Senior Vice President, Global Strategy, Visa International

San Francisco, CA

Suzan Suer joined Visa International in 1997 and is currently Senior Vice President of Global Strategy.  In this capacity, she leads major strategy development initiatives and is responsible for the Global Market Intelligence function.  In her tenure at Visa she has also managed the Global Planning Process, and served as strategist for the Commercial Products Group.  Prior to joining Visa, Suzan was a Principal Consultant at Gemini Consulting, managing major strategy and change management engagements around the world, focused in the financial services arena.  Prior to consulting, Suzan held management positions in retail banking in California for more than 13 years.  Suzan has an MBA from the University of California at Los Angeles.

Kevin Watkins

Director, Human Development Report, UNDP

New York, NY

Kevin joins Human Development Report Office (HDRO) having served for 13 years with Oxfam UK, most recently as Head of Research. During his years there he has helped make Oxfam an influential voice on issues such as trade, globalization and human poverty, shaping public discourse through its various publications. He also managed the team behind Oxfam's highly successful campaign on education and trade advocacy. His design and development work at Oxfam has included programmes in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Kevin is a board member of the Center for Global Development, UNICEF’s Innocenti Center and the Journal of International Development. He holds a PhD from Oxford University, with a concentration in modern Indian history and economics.

L. Alan Winters
Director, Development Research Group, The World Bank

Washington, D.C.

L. Alan Winters is currently Director of the Development Research Group of the World Bank.  He is on leave from the University of Sussex where he is Professor of Economics.  He has specialized on the empirical and policy analysis of international trade. His two hundred published books and articles cover areas such as regional trading arrangements, non-tariff barriers, European Integration, East-West trade, agricultural protection, trade and poverty, and the world trading system.
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