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The Global Microentrepreneurship Awards (GMA) programme Promotes and illustrates the role that microfinance plays in supporting
the entrepreneurial spirit in impoverished communities throughout the world, and the contributions that microentreprenturs make
the economic sustainability of their families and communities.

The GMA is being held in 34 countries in 2005: Angola, Bangladesh, Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, Democratic Republic,of Congo
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Russia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Venezuela, And
Vietnam.

The founding and supporters of the GMA are:

1. The United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), a multilateral organization managed by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) that strives to contribute to the achievement of the millennium development goals;

2. The CITIGROUP Foundation, the philanthropic arm of CITIGROUP, the world leader in financial products and
services;

3. The GMA global student alliance a network of student volunteers from top universities around the world.

4. And Sanabel the Microfinance Network of Arab Countries which is considered as the sole regional network for
microfinance, and aiming at enhancing the capacity of microfinance service providers.

The goals of the GMA programme are:

1. To recognize and celebrate the contributions that microentrepreneurs bring to the world economy and to highlight
best practices in microentrepreneurship.

2. To raise awareness and support of microentrepreneurs by highlighting their talents and accomplishments among the
investment and donor community throughout the world.

3. To create the next generation of microfinance networks, build more inclusive financial sectors, and lay the foundation
for a flourishing microfinance industry.

What is a microentrepreneur?

Microentrepreneurs are low-income persons who own small-scale businesses, a common form of employment in many
developing countries. Microentrepreneurs often provide the sole source of income to their family and may employ a
small number of people in their local community.

What is microfinance?

Microfinance is recognized as a powerful tool in poverty alleviation. It is the provision of a broad range of financial
services such as: savings, loans, payment services, money transfers and insurance to poor and low-income households
and their microenterprises

Microfinance in Egypt

For many years, Egypt has been the leading country in the Arab states in volume of micro credit, with the highest number
of active clients and the largest outstanding loan portfolio. Best practice microfinance has been pioneered by non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) with the region’s first MFI launched just over 15 years ago. In recent years, the
sector has grown tremendously through the entry of two of Egypt’s largest commercial banks into micro credit.

As for the growth of microfinance in Egypt; in 1999, the number of active clients in Egypt totaled 61,524, followed

by 68,454 in 2000, and rose to 87,240 in 2001, again to 170,937 in 2002 and again to 256,159 in 2003, according to a
UNCDF/Sanabel survey. Figures for Mid 2005 indicate that the number of active clients is around 400,000.

Despite the above, the access of low-income households to financial services remains lacking in terms of outreach and
diversity of products. Despite the variety of financial services that could be offered to micro-enterprises and consumers,
credit has been the main type of microfinance product offered to the Egyptian market. According to practitioners and
experts, the industry in Egypt could be serving as many as 2-3 million clients.

A National Strategy for Microfinance in Egypt is currently being redeveloped, spearheaded by a group of donors,
government bodies, practitioners, experts and other stakeholders. A preview of the strategy indicated the there are needs
for interventions in the following key areas:

* To reform policy in order to create a more enabling environment;

» Tailoring capacity building programs for specific market needs such as loan officer training, microfinance technology
and bank downscaling;

 Improving the capacity of technical assistance providers and building on existing offerings in the market;

» Enhancing efforts to attract commercial capital, improving transparency and standardized reporting;

* Exploring bank and financial company linkages with MFIs;

* The creation of a national network as a body for coordinating certain activities of the sector;

* The creation of a credit bureau, a self-regulatory organization and the reform of the NGO law governing MFls.
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Participating in the GMA in Egypt,

A country team has been formed to coordinate the implementation of the GMA programme. Country team consist of local
representatives from the United Nations country offices, local Citigroup Inc. Volunteers (where applicable), and members of the
GMA student alliance.

Microfinance institutions in the participating countries are broadly encouraged to nominate their clients to particigzitebad the
microentrepreneurship awards (GMA) Egypt

Award categories:
. Woman microentrepreneur of the year award (1 winner from all sectors $750 prize);
. Solidarity group of the year award (2 group all sectors $2000 each group for the entire group members);
. Manufacturing (cottage industry, handicrafts and processing) microentrepreneur of the year award
(2 winners, male & female $750 prize each);
. Service sector microentrepreneur of the year award (4 winners, 2 male & 3 female from different cities $500 prize each);
. Small trade microentrepreneur of the year award (4 winners, 2 male & 3 female from different cities $500 prize each);
. Innovative microentrepreneur of the year award (1 winner, $750).
. Loan office of the year award (10 winners $400 prize each)
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General criteria:

To ensure that the award goes to a microentrepreneur, the individual nominee’s first loan must not exceed L.E. 10,000;
MFI's and banks may nominate more than one client for each category;

The nominee can apply for only one of the above-mentioned categories;

Applications must indicate in details how the nominee has excelled in one or more of the following:
Positive contribution to their families and communities;

Improvement of nominee’s own quality of life;

Growth;

Profitability;

Innovation;

Employment opportunities;

Use of technology and other methods to improve product or service;

Effort to promote product or service;

Uniqueness of product or handicraft;

Repayment rate;

Demand for product or service within the nominee’s market;

Quality of product or service;

Environmental, health and safety issues.

Incomplete applications will not be considered;

Applications without a client photo in her/his business will not be considered;

Loan officers must be nominated by their employer and at least one of the officer’s clients must be nominated
(not necessarily won) for one of the GMA categories.
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