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Senator calls for attention
on road network

Hy Ememnue] Arviken

A BUIA—=SENATOR

R Takunho I":-gunh::njn
(PDF. Ogun Eaxt) has ex
pressed conceny over what he
calbed the increasing aocident
rate on the Lagos-lkadan ex-
pressway aml demands com-
mensarate attention on the
walion's nelwork al anter-

- paeuntry roads as given air

I

travel.

Speaking against the back-
graund of Manday's acoi-
clent an ihe CHPFERRMIY that
claimed the lives of seven
ardes al Governor Rashesd
Laslaja of Oyo State, Senator
Lhunbanju re
anthorities had seemr

consurming hlaad
lar brmis,

While &
cern of the au ities ansd
stakelnlders on the nead 1o
smprivve e salely of air tnv-
el I':-I!-.:-uiug the crash of Bel-
Tvwew Flight 2100 Creunbanjn
sal thal il however, re-
i & fwen than o aoct-
clents consumad mare lives
than air mishaps all over the
wrld

"That rand i terrible and [
helieve that sometln went
needs o be done akout 0t
Senator Ogunhanjo fold V-
gotieed in @ pelephone inter
view yesterday,

“That rand iz o death trap

ppresi

and AL is wwre aomead that i
1% i dmportant linkage e
fween most seclions of the
couniry and the nation’s com-
mercizl nerve centre,

“The read which shauld ar-
dimarly have besn a two lane
capressway is now vidually a
single lane in critical sections
and the situation s com-
pranded by irailers and srad-
cra who fence off porions of
the: roqud, in foct it is no longer
an expresswiay,” he said.

Harping on the need: o
honsr wafety standands on the
» ta Lhe Tevel piven air
vel in the coundry, the Inw-
sl
sHI believe chai oir fravel
e slill the salesl means ol
iravelling all over the world.
The aumibs :
uir crashes is
e Faalinies it aeeeae Trom
ol mshages,

“If you ¢ k the numbe
casallics from an fes
i whnle weir yon wi tht

the accidents thal hagpen on
CIUF SXPIESSWIYE il & 0
| agree that ellens s
minke 1o make air trivel sofer,
bt claser attention should Be
paid po road ravel. More pea
pie travel by road than I'l:f air
and this should compel the
autharaties fo make aer mnds
safer. Particularly the Lages-
Ibadan expresiwiay, il is un.
dulating, curves here and
there, it is a death rap.” Sen-
algr Lgunbangs concluded.

Abayomi Adbeshida

il

AWARIY ¢ From ey I Adbiombo Ddage, Ford J-‘hr.l.nri'n.n'r.-r'.l;'jra.i'|'ai] 1i-'LioJ. North South Development & Neidi Nwuneli,
LEAS Africa af the Clebal Wicee Eateepreneneship Awards held wf the 1

riermatinnal Cenference Cemtre, Abuga, Photw by

Muslim group calls for independent commission to
investigate corrupt public officers

BUJA—THE Nigerian
Muslim Metwaork
(MMM s called For the sed-
ting wp al an independent
comntisson 0 investigate all
pufilic wifice holders charped

Chairmen, board members are part-time
appointees — Ekaette

By Chris Ochayi

BUJA—SECRETARY
to the Government of
the Federation (SGF), Chiel
Ulol Ekaetle, yesterday is-
sued o code of conduct o all
appainicd mrembers of Boants
ol Federal Government par-
nstatals, warning them
against wsurping the func-
tions of the chiel crecutives,
Chiel Ekactte gave the
charges in Abuja during the
inauguration of the board of
six parastalals under his pur-
vicw, which include Federal
Foad Safery Commission
(FREC), MNational Salaries, [n-
comes and Wages Commis-
sion., Utihities Charpes Com-
missien, MNatinnal Commission
for Refugees, Nattonal Lot
tery RBepulotory Commizsion
amd Matienal Lotery Trost
Fund Eoand of Trustees,

Accarding 1o him, “experi-
ence over Lhe years has
shiswn that there are n'lws,}ls
prablems in the relationship
Between boards and the par-
astatals as well as the super-
vising ministryfoffice,

1. thenefore, inend i high.
lizht some of the issues in
orifer o insulate you from the
capericnces of the past and
draw atteniion o what wou
shanuald b familiar with, if only
iy engender leam work, -
eratiom and harmoniows work-
g relzlionship belween the
hoards. the management of
the parastalals and my af-
fice”

S kairmen and members of
the Board are p:lrl-:imc ap-
;ll.li1||:c5. They should not
assume full-time amd cxecu-
tive fumctions, which are re-

sponsibilitics of the chiel cx-
ceutives, In ather words, they
should not interfere in the
day-to-day running of the
parastatals, but shoold pro-
vide policy puidelines for the
smopth aperstion of the par-
astarals.”

He said, “where the cna-
Bling [aws provide for full-lime
Chairman ard Commission-
ers, the role of the Director.
GeneralfSecrelary as the Ag-
counting Officer should be
0 recopnised in order to
avnid constant friction be-
tween the Chainman anid the
apzrating officer,”

Chief Ekactic who noted
that, "the Chief Executives
and management staff of par-
astatals are guided by Fublic
Service Bules. Financial Reg-
ulations and Extant cireulars
in the perlormance of their
Functions,"  added  thar
“Board members should as
much as possible familiafise

themselves with roles, Tepu-
latioms or extant chrculars, so
A% b guard againsl uninterd-
ad siteations of issuing in-
strections or demands which
exlanl rules and rcgulalinns,

da not suppert and which, |

pubdic servamts will Tind dilTi-
cull 1y eomply with, thus run-
ning the risk of crozion of their
authoriny.”

He explained, “on the other
hand. the Chicl Execuives aof
parastatals arl their manage-
ment stalf must place the 1o
Lxlaly ol their knnwln:dgn;' and
capertise al the disposal of
thiir Boasl members sa thag
the syslem is made pru:ua{'l_iw;
in terms of preventing the
Buoard Tromn rnking {au'll,;- de-
cisions or making irregular
demands.”

Acconding te him, “the ap-
proved channel of communi-
calion betwesn the Board and
the parastatals is the Chiel
Executive.®

with cormuption.

In a statement in Abuija, the
by sfnated that the commis-
ston should e constitute:d
by the attorney general and
given full powers and fris-
diction to handle such inves-
ligation.

It natedd that although the
EFCC has so far discharged
its dislies nl[mifnhly_ it hoaw-
ever expressed the belief tha
it would be mare przdent 10
use an independent comaris-
_:%.iﬁr: rather than an entity

- Tormed by the presidency.

Tt urged all Migerians Lo gs-
chew corruplion in all its

- = .
MCEF enjoins
BUJA—AR Migerian
Muslims join  their
coumlerprarts in celebraling
Eid-Fitr, they have heen ad-
wiged not 1o go back o the
evil ways they abandoened
during the M-day ramadan
[HELS

This was contained in Eid-
Fitr mpessages issued yester
dlay in .‘i.hu.j.'l h:,-' same lslam-
ic socictics and associations

10 mark the el of the Mst
In # message. Chairman of
the Musling Consullative Fo-
murn { MCEF), Imam Murain Din-
di, wrged Muslims w see the
lase 30 days as a training

forms and play a leading role
in ereating awareness about
combating the menace of cor-
ruptign in the country: The
metwork attributed the soffer-
ing o wast majority of Migeri-
ans by high level corruption
in the country. It said that “hil-
laesns of naira that showald have
been used to provide service
es are perpelually siphoned fo
forgign accounts of misap-
proprzied by cosmupt officials
entrusted (o manage these
funds.”

The =statement signcd b}-
the MMN Secretary General,
Malam Saleh Akslullahi, 1|rg¢|j

the EFCC to demonstrate
high level of discipline, pro-
fessionalism, fairness and
justice in all s actiwitics 1o
expase coftupd praclices in
the couniry.

"We are disturbed by the
apparent slow pace of the
prossgution of indicted pub-
lic officials in our court sys-
tem,” the network added.

W hizle ul:mm:nding the
pragress so far made by the
EFCC, the network expressed
reprel over the inability of the
commission 1o prosecule
same officials involved incor-
rupt related offences,

muslims to eschew evil conducts

ground for the remaining 11
manths ahead.

Dinci remindzd Muslims o
conline the gmd decds lhl:_'.-
demonsirated during the
manth of ramadan after the
capiration of the lfas.

In hiz message. the Coordi-
nator of Mavement for Islam-
ic Cultural Awnreness
[MICA), Abuja chapier, Mr.
Mufadil Hakare implared
Muslims to continue e do
charity and remember the less
privileged in the sociely after
the ramiadan, Lort T

HBakire &dvised muaslimsta

O |

celebrate the festive period
with moderation and naot al
Low all the lessons learmt dur-
ifn}: ramadan 1o be of no of-
=% W

In a related development,
the Obafemi Awolowo Uni-
versity Muslim Graduoates
Association (UMIFEMGA),
Abuja chapler, congratulated
all Muslima for soceesafully
comipleting the fas.

The pssocintion reminded
miualims o fear Allab in their
enteavours, saying the pur-

- pose of, fasting was to have

sell® pestraint and follow the
dictales of Almighty Aldlah.

LFOR ACADEMIC RESEARCH PROPDSALS

i The Universify of Jos announces the availability of rae seholarships, cach of wp e three years dus
| kg, v aves recemily comipleread a PO The schelarsbipe, sl pupass is b assist e swandes o

are anvibed lorawards under this prisgranme.

Thie spongar i the Volkswagen Foundation of Tlannover, Cermnns, order its new fan
Salaran Africa.” Anawand has bren mode under tis imsiative bo e University of Jos and
The title ok projecr uvsder w hick the owand was made is S haria Debages and Thear Percepiion by Chrastions aral Muslims in Selecred African Coantries™

[ EL T

mittative vn Koo ledge for Tonmrrew Conperative Bescarch Projects in Sub.
iversilies a Sudan, Kenya, Zznzibar, Soulh A frics, aed Gerrany.

- tenable by young pessons whi cither wish o do, are currently |
e thedr aeademas «kills ond gualifications and to build ug thest
| metwark ofacaderic colleagues will support carefully designed and supervissd projocts of sescarch, wriling, presentation al cenfersnces, and publication, Applicaticns

."'u_'ll propizaals falling wirthim the averall projeet tnle will be comsidered, bat In Nlgerio praposals op the fallowing topics will receive speclal eansbderation: (1) the
| Pistory and curtent prsition el dehates on implemeniation of sharis in the sovthern parts of Migeria, incleding the “independent sharn parels™ necemby instituted in the
| south; (2vke robe oFweimen in staria implonestation in the norch since 15, and itse Mot on them,

| Toapply: suhmit (1)n cover letter with comphele contact inframation, (2) 0 project propesal, (1) 2 budgel covering research costs, (4) your OV, (53 a gample uf your
| acpdeinic wnting. and (6] iwo letters o frecomane ndation from qualified academics whi know wour wark, b the comtiet peren by dhe deadline. -

Dreadling: 3 Novensber 2008, Mo applicatson received afler olose o business on (his dass will be considersd

Comtaet persons . D Philip Qstien. Faculty of Law, University of kg, PG 2084, Jos, Nigeria, Phone: 8007000813, B-nail:  ssfenpéiunijos.eding,

wlicpE sy ahoa.com
w

sl

{0 EHo

ared thal more derails crnmot bee prve:
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