 PRESS RELEASE

   September 18, 2005 (United Nations) – Brazilian Minister of Culture Gilberto Gil, the renowned musician and poet, has agreed to serve as a Patron and Emissary for the United Nations’ International Year of Microcredit.

   Minister Gil is one of the most important singers, composers and instrumentalists of Brazilian pop music and a social activist. 

   As Patron and Emissary, Minister Gil will play a leading role in helping to build awareness of microfinance and how it positively impacts the lives of millions of people throughout the world. 

   Minister Gil is a supporter of extending microfinance to workers in the creative industries.  “ Microentrepreneurs are not only shopkeepers or farmers, they are musicians, artists and filmmakers,” said Minister Gil.  “Creative enterprises represent a vibrant and growing economic sector in which local talent can, with enough support, make a global impact.  Supporting creative endeavors with microfinance services will not only build cultural assets, it will contribute to the final goal of alleviating poverty.”   

   Minister Gil is spearheading the efforts to establish the International Centre for Creative Industries in Brazil, which will seek to channel the untapped creative capacities from around the developing world into more tangible income and employment opportunities.
   The United Nations’ International Year of Microcredit seeks to build support for making financial services more accessible to poor and low-income people.  The Year has been met with strong global response, with nearly 100 countries pledging their support to the Year.  

